
 

 

CITY OF BRIDGEPORT, NEBRASKA 

 

I.  ROUTINE BUSINESS 

 

The City Council of the City of Bridgeport, Nebraska, met in special session at Prairie Winds 

Community Center, 428 Main Street, Bridgeport, Nebraska, on the 28th day of August 2019, 

beginning at 6:03 p.m. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, Mayor Charlie 

Browne called the meeting to order. Roll call resulted as follows: Present: Gary Oltmann, Dean 

Rahmig, Will Deines; Absent: Mark Wickard 

  

Staff members present were: Utilities Superintendent Wayne Kautz, Street Superintendent Dave 

Smith, PWCC Director Cara Harper, Deputy Clerk Jamie Schneider 

 

Mayor Browne presided, and City Clerk Huck recorded the proceedings. 

 

Mayor Browne announced, “In accordance with Section 84-1412 of the Nebraska Revised 

Statutes, the open meetings act is posted at the back of the meeting room for the review of the 

public.” 

 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Bridgeport News-Blade, 

the designated method of notice given, as shown by proof of publication, as shown by attached 

affidavit of posting. 

 

Notice was given to the Mayor and all members of the City Council and a copy of their 

acknowledgement of receipt of notice and agenda is attached to the minutes. Availability of the 

agenda was communicated in the advance notice and by email notice to the Mayor and Council of 

this meeting. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open 

to the public. 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any letters of public correspondence for the board. There were 

none. 

 

The Mayor asked if there are any visitors that would like to speak on an item that is not on the 

agenda. Pharmacist JD Nein was present to discuss his concerns with Senex and stated they are on 

a new round of transitioning patients over to the mail order pharmacy and is still fighting to keep 

his patients prior to Senex taking over. He stated he is basically here fighting for one possibly two 

of his employees’ jobs which were hired originally to do long-term care. He finds it as a big slap 

in the face as a taxpayer that we give them two years free rent with one year remaining and trying 

to force the patients to go mail order scripts. Mayor Browne asked what would you like us to do? 

JD Nein responded by issuing a strongly worded letter to purchase pharmaceuticals locally.  

Council Members Rahmig and Oltmann are not opposed to sending them a letter to encourage 

Senex to use the local pharmacies. Mayor Browne stated it is not an agenda item so decisions 

cannot be made. 

 

II. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

None 

 

III. REGULAR AGENDA 

 

8.  Emergency Items – None. 

 

9. Mayor Browne stated he visited with Jack Berg about the progress of the welcome signs and 

stated the total of the three signs came to $20,955.00.  Browne said 16K was budgeted for signs 

and the Tourism Committee and Chamber have each committed 3K. The City has paid $7,650.00 

to Morehead signs with a balance of $13,305.00 to the project, so should be under budget and will 

use donation monies first then monies from the city budget. 

  

 



   

 

10.  Mayor Browne discussed creating a tree ordinance on removing dead trees. Street 

Superintendent Smith brought in an estimate to take down seven dead trees within the cities right  

of way which are of concern or near power lines. Smith stated there can be several options on 

addressing the issue by creating a program and suggested on having a plan before talking to 

property owners.  Sheriff Cardenas asked what is the goal of the City, to take down all dead trees 

or just the trees in the power lines? He stated if you make an ordinance then the city doesn’t have 

to pay anything, and the property owners would be cited. He agreed with Smith by starting some 

type of program first to see how it works before creating an ordinance.  

 

Mayor Browne stated he would like to form a committee to include: Sheriff Cardenas, Street 

Superintendent Smith and Council Member Deines to bring a proposal to the next council meeting. 

Council Member Oltmann made a motion to have the committee bring a proposal on how to 

address the removal of dead trees and how it will be paid for, seconded by Council Member 

Rahmig.  Roll call resulted as follows; Aye: Oltmann, Deines, Rahmig; Nay: None. Motion carried.   

 

Council Member Wickard arrived at 7:00 p.m. 

 

11.  City Attorney Rodak prepared the budget and stated if the levy is left the same the city will 

collect 5K less tax dollars this year compared to last year. Discussions included the following: 3% 

salary increase; 2% increase to retirement; purchasing a mower for the golf course; add water slide 

at the pool for capital improvement to be under the 50% cash reserve threshold; possible project 

for crushing concrete in the street department; fire hall building; health savings plan with an equal 

match from the city. He stated about a 4% increase over all from year to year and we are well 

within our lid and levy limits. Mayor Browne stated City Attorney Rodak is currently being paid 

$800.00 per month and felt he should receive an increase and suggested $1,000.00 per month, 

Council agreed and to include in the budget.  

 

VIII. REPORTS 

 

12. Department Reports: 

Sheriff: None 

Pwcc: Cara Harper stated the ceiling in the women’s locker room will have to be repaired 

and discussed updating the light fixtures. Mayor Browne suggested getting bids on the 

fixtures and drywall for the ceiling and to speak with the local contractors first. 

Public Works: None 

Administration: Mayor Browne has concerns with water usage at Lakeview Playground 

Park and stated the playground is sand. Street Superintendent stated they consider the park 

the area around the playground that is watered. Council Member Rahmig stated he will 

visit with Giboney’s on the water usage at the park and will report back to council on 

September 12th.  City Clerk Huck stated the City received their highway allocations for 

the last four months. 

 

At 7:53 p.m., Council Member Wickard made a motion to go into executive session to discuss 

employee salaries to include Mayor Browne, Council Members and City Attorney, seconded by 

Council Member Oltmann. Roll call resulted as follows; Aye: Rahmig, Deines, Oltmann, Wickard; 

Nay: None. Motion carried.    

 

        

 

 

_____________________________ 

       Doretta J Huck, City Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

At 8:38 p.m., Council Member Wickard made a motion to exit executive session, seconded by 

Council Member Deines. Roll call resulted as follows: All votes in favor.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Council 

Member Wickard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m., seconded by Council 

Member Deines. Roll call resulted as follows: Aye: All votes in favor; Nay: None. Meeting 

Adjourned. 

             

             

       Travis Rodak, City Attorney 

APPROVED: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Charlie Browne, Mayor 

 

I, the undersigned Clerk, hereby certify that the foregoing is the full, true and correct original 

document of proceedings of  Wednesday, August 28, 2019, had and done by the Mayor and City 

Council; that all of the subjects included in the proceedings were contained in the agenda for the 

meeting, kept continually current and available for public inspection at the office of the Clerk; that 

such subjects were contained in said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to the meeting; 

that at least one copy of all reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the 

meeting for examination and copying by members of the public; that the said minutes were in 

written form and available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next 

convened meeting of said body; that all news media requesting notification concerning meetings 

of said body were provided advance notification of the time and place of said meeting and the 

subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 

 

____________________________________ 

Doretta J. Huck, City Clerk 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 


